The War Diary of Alexander Theodore Hansen
>>> Embarked H.M.T. “Strathmore” from Melbourne November 16th 1940

First three pages are missing due to Censor…………………………………………..( = censored)
………………“Canberra” went home with flags flying and crew lined up on deck to cheer. Convoy in single file for the occasion. Hot as Hell below tonight.
December 4th  1940  – Wednesday







                                              Hot day.  Carted stores all morning & was it hot !                                                                                                                 HMAS “Perth” fired 20 rounds AA fire about midday.  Everyone more cheerful today as we expect to reach Colombo tomorrow.

December 5th – Thursday                                                                                                                                                                                     Landfall at daylight.  Seems to be all mountains. Maintain course parallel. Must be going the long way round. Met by plane. Ships all have paravanes ready to put out. Hot as hell today but breeze is cool when you can get it. Pulling into Colombo. Water almost yellow. Lascar says many ships lost within 5 hours of here so have to be careful. All in & moored inside. Natives’ small craft everywhere. Diving for coins & selling fruit & goods. Lot of shipping unloading, etc. by lighter. Parts of shore look inviting – palms, green bamboo & a temple, but rest is factories and large buildings. Looks a modern town.
December 6th – Friday                                                                                                                                                                  Went ashore 11am. Natives everywhere. Fort & Barracks main part of town. Ox carts & rickshas and a few motor cars. Some good shops in this area. Native quarters just a mass of humanity & everyone has something to sell, or they beg. Beer – 1 rupee + 40 cents a bottle or 2/10 Aussie. Scotch “beer” – 1 rupee + 2 shillings. Everything is dear and can’t get a decent feed anywhere. Boys had rickshaw races & played hell generally. Murder is the usual thing here & only gets about 6 liners at the back of the paper. Natives chew betelnut which makes their teeth appear to be bleeding. Only fruit to be had & coconuts, bananas, pineapples & mangoes. Streets round about markets, etc. are full of Blackjays which perch on the buses or carts as they move along & eat the grain out of the bags. Would like to see more of Ceylon jungle, lakes, etc. Bought presents for home but could not get them posted to my disgust.                >>> Ceylon - 100 cents = 1 rupee  Rupee = 1/10 & half Australian & 1/6 English

More pages are missing………………………………   Light Cruiser joined us

December 12th – Thursday                                                                                                                                                         Shadowing aircraft seen yesterday. Everyone on toes now.  Joined by another Destroyer which makes 4 escorts.      No alarms.

December 13th – Friday                                                                                                                                                                    Sea rough last night. Stopped till British bomber met us, signalled & on we went again. Have aircraft circling us occasionally. No attacks.

More missing ………………………..December 15th – Sunday                                                                                                                           Bare hills both sides of us this morning. Many islands bare & yellow, no vegetation, Now in the Gulf of Suez. Egypt one side & Sinai Peninsula on the right. Rocky hill & peaks with desert & sand right to the water. Really a wonderful sight from the boat. Passed oil wells on Egyptian side. Arrived Suez 5pm and anchored in open roadstead for the night.
More pages are missing …………………..December 31st 1941……………….& four Infantry Battalions took part. Had a bottle or two to get rid of 1940 in good spirits. Harry crook again after thinking he was okay.
1941

January 1st 1941 –   Beautiful day and a holiday for us. Walked over the ridge & looked down on Gaza.
January 1st – Thursday                                                                                                                                                                     Marched to DertSuneid (?) Marched past Mr. P. Spendor, Sir Thomas Blamey, Lieutenant Colonels  Sturdee & Lavarack. Harry in A.G.H. – went to see him.

January 5th – Sunday                                                                                                                                                                                    Visited Gaza Cemetery.  Serene & orderly. 21 new graves 2nd A.I.F. 
January 6th – Monday                                                                                                                                                                       We moved through Gaza to the Mediterranian Sea. Typical Eastern town. Out of the Arab quarter toward the sea are dozens of houses – half finished by the Jews before they were driven out by the Arabs. Few Jews now to be seen. On guard tonight.
January 8th – Wednesday                                                                                                                                                               Heard heavy firing somewhere this morning. Must have been out to sea. Guard shot a jackal last night at the kitchen. Harry went to convalescent home. Got my parcel back.

January 9th. Thursday                                                                                                                                                                    Marched past Sir Thomas Blamey. Made a “pussy” speech.

More missing …………………………………….…….January 19th – Sunday                                                                                                                Woke to howling cold winds and plenty of work. Had to move from one tent to another……………………………………..
January 21st. Tuesday                                                                                                                                                                     Rain stopped. Pick & Shovel all day. Diggers 1941 ! Built mud walls around tents & then they were condemned & had to turn round  & dig trenches. Happily tired though, will sleep better for it.

More missing …………………………………January 23rd – Thursday                                                                                                                      Leave to Tel Aviv. Big new town of flats. Not a wooden building in it. 25 years old – was a desert now a town of 15,000 ? Jaffa is the old Arab quarter, dirty & squalid. Had a great time. Eagle beer & Arak, followed by Vodka & Crème de Menthe. Just a try out after 8 weeks in camp without leave & feeling a lot better for it.

January 24th – Friday                                                                                                                                                                        Sea mail arrived & I got about 6 letters dated from November 12th 1940

February 4th – Tuesday                                                                                                                                                             Marched to “Julis” about 14 miles. Marched past Mr. Menzies who made the usual speech. Jewish farming village very nice compared to Arab. Jews have small concrete houses each with garden, orchard, cows & poultry. Very green & soil rich with water on it. Harry back at A.G.H. now
February 9th – Sunday                                                                                                                                                                            Saw Jack McMahon, Fred Wilson, Fred Hart & Greaves of Z Troop at Khassa.                                                                                

More missing …………………………………February 13th – Thursday                                                                                                                 
Leave to Jerusalem. Interesting trip, rocky road, country hilly steppes & every one of them cultivated. New Jerusalem built outside walls of the old city. Entered by Damascus Gate to Moslem quarter. Narrow lanes & steps with mule stables underground. Saw Church of Pontius Pilate 15 metre underground, the first station to the Prison of Christ, also underground. Saw the Wailing Wall & Mosque of Omar, the Dome of the Ascension, Church of the Nativity, Garden of Gethsemane. Could see the Dead Sea from the Mount of Olives and went back to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre which contains the Tomb of Christ. Nearly destroyed by earthquake in 1927, it has to be propped up in places. 
February 16th – Sunday                                                                                                                                                        
Suspected case of Meningitis. Isolated for three weeks until case is proved. 

February 21st – Friday                                                                                                                                                                         No more cases. Getting used to isolation now.  Days are getting hot but nights still cold. 2nd case reported.

February 22nd – Saturday                                                                                                                                                                  On Security Piquet making three guard duties this week.  Day very hot – blown up a few times (wind).

March 2nd – Sunday                                                                                                                                                                              Locals are praying for rain to save crops and now we have it. Rained all night last night and nearly flooded out. Drained tent into Slit Trench & saved the day but tent is nearly down.

March 3rd – Monday                                                                                                                                                                              Still raining.  Trench is running over back into drain and the tent is in the middle of a lake.  Don’t know what they ever intend to do with us here. See that Hitler has marched into Bulgaria now. Went to the pictures in the afternoon.

March 4th – Tuesday                                                                                                                                                                            Stopped raining. Went to the pictures again this afternoon.   Quarantine lifted tonight with only the two cases reported.

March 11th – Tuesday                                                                                                                                                                     Men returned today from isolation.   Marvellous weather and we are just jogging along without much work or equipment. I am learning Sig. work slowly.  Lot of leave about this week.   
March 13th – Thursday                                                                                                                                                                       Went on leave to Tel Aviv. Charlie McKinnon & I again and had a fair day.   Things are too damned pricey though and cash does not last long enough. A feed is now 100 mils & Australian beer 120 mils                                                                >>> Palestine: 1 English Pound = 1000 mils / 1 Aussie Pound = 800 mils / 1 Aussie Shilling = 40 mils                         Yugoslavia reneged on pact with Germany.      
March 14th – Friday                                                                                                                                                                 Marched all over the country being observed by O.P’s - Chess & we were just the “men”.

March 15th – Saturday                                                                                                                                                                        Up at 6am and off to Malachiah Stadium to International Sports in aid of B.C.F. Also ran in shot putt and our team did no good but Aussies took quite a few events. Tel Aviv till 10pm in blackout and a cold ride to be home by 12 midnight.       
March 16th –   Sunday                                                                                                                                                                       6am again and off to Jaffa to the range.   Cold rainy day but had a fair shoot.  

March 17th – Monday                                                                                                                                                                                Day of sport today as Officers are all on leave to Cairo. Played B Troop Football to lose by two points after a hard game. Everyone on guard at “Julis” tonight but I am regular guard here.

March 21st  - Friday                                                                                                                                                                          Trip to Roman Ruins – very ancient & interesting. Baths, statuary, etc. Masonry & marble pillars right onto the cliffs over the waters of the Mediterranean (Askalon)

March 22nd – Saturday               Parts missing ……..”Y” P……..6am Monday so…………today. As usual on moving day it rained – HARD !!!    I am …………………...not so good.

.April 6th - Sunday                                                                                                                                                                                     Went to Khassa & saw J. McMahon. Germany invades Jugoslavia & …………………Greece. Palm Sunday so had a big Church parade.  
April 11th – Good Friday                                                           





             Went to pictures. Everyone starting to pack up tonight. Hauled out of bed to repack & mark kits.

April 13th – Sunday        









                          Packed & waiting to move. British prepare to meet Germans in Greece. Also fall-back in Tobruk.  Dust storm here.  Jack didn’t come up.  (V.A.)     (Possibly means Jack McMahon VX46059 mentioned in loos-leaf of diary ?)
April 15th – Tuesday








                                                 Still waiting to move. Getting new webbing, equipment, etc. Y Battery disbanded again……………………………….
April 17th – Thursday









                                Still waiting…………………………….(VB).  Passed in kitbags tonight & got into a blue. Hot night . Dust storm.

April 18th  – Friday

             







                                                    Started to pull down tents ready to move tomorrow
Pages missing …………………………………M……….6…….till 11am. Crossed Suez on ferry & away 1pm – 3rd class & well packed in. First part of trip desert with Italian prison camps, etc. but after Ismailia, enter the Valley of the Nile. Rich ground & good crops with irrigation down to a fine art. Water wheels worked by hand and water buffalo. Rich round for miles & tons of water. Changed trains at Bewha and branched off to Alexandria arriving 9pm. Slept at L & S camp in………………&…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..new camp. Desert doesn’t look too good and feels worse, but suppose will get used to it.   
April 22nd – Tuesday








                                             Cold night. Desert very nice in early morning. On one hours notice to move. 2 troops How. & 1 troop 60 pounders – looks like Tobruk.

April 23rd - Wednesday










            Woke up to find 3 inch Scorpion in bed. Gear arriving now. Were to move in tomorrow but Order changed and now …………………..How. arrived tonight. More missing sections …………………………………..X trip having been scrapped again. Plenty of planes back & forth here and searchlight displays in Alex.

April 26th – Saturday









                                          Party packed up & moved up to Alex. on  job.   Staying at Aus.S. Annexe.  Slept in a real bed.                                          Alex. is a large & prosperous looking town.                                                                                                                                >>> Egypt – 25 piastres = 6/5, 50 piastres = 12/10, 75 piastres = 19/3, 100 pistres = 1 Pound 5/8

April 27th – Sunday











   Put in day on duty 4-4. Better part of the city is nice – light coloured buildings, mostly about 5 floors. Native  quarters and Sisters St. the usual mess. What a mess a bomb would make.                                                                                             Saw the marvellous……………………………………..Sections missing.

April 28th – Monday










                   On guard at cells in Egyptian Gaol. Withdrawal goes on in Greece. Germans cross Egyptian border.      
April 29th – Tuesday                                                                                                                                                                        (V.D.)  Convoy from Greece arrived. Lads had a tough time with dive bombers. I am sick of the place already. It is a cosmopolitan place, very large & not a bit homely.

May 1st – Thursday









                              Saw King Farouk’s palaces near harbour. He also has a summer castle on the sea front.                                                   Air raid tonight. Had quite a…………………………………………..missing.

May 2nd – Friday










              (V.E.)  All quiet after raid but they’ll be back. Flaming onions put on a real good turn. More troops arrived from Greece.

May3rd – Saturday










    Evacuation finished.   Enemy plane over town at 12am – peppered with AA fire but he would get his photos okay. Trouble in Iraq now.  
May 4th – Sunday









                          Plenty of people about today.  More AA fire but saw no planes. Back to camp tonight.

May 5th – Monday










                  Big raid on Alex. last night. Just got out in time. Heavy………………………………………….but am getting used to them now.

May 6th – Tuesday










           Battery went to calibrate guns. Some on leave. On guard in hell of a sandstorm.

May 7th – Wednesday










             More planes over tonight. Light AA  fire only though. (V.F.)

May 11th – Sunday









                            Leave to Alex.  Had a good time, but trip in was a row.

May 13th – Tuesday










             (V.G.)  Weather cooler but dust storms.

May 16th – Friday










             (V.H.) No mail since May 4th.

May 22nd – Thursday










               (V.I.) Mail arrived yesterday. On the packing today,

May 23rd – Friday









                                   R. moved ……………………. I am in rear guard & put on a turn.

May 25th – Sunday










          R’guard on …………………………………………..Was resort right on the sea but is now evacuated to the Mil. Camped on rocky seashore……………………………..water. 

May 27th – Tuesday










               (V.J.)   Had a bad night with dogs disease. Not too good yet.  Got Irma’s parcel.

May 31st – Saturday











   Hot days and cold nights. Sunburn. Have found a good swimming beach among the rocks, not much else to do. Also a 16 foot boat to fish from at night.
June 2nd – Monday










               Took another needle. Crete evacuated. Iraq finished. (V.K.)

June 7th – Saturday










        Weather a bit cooler. Had a bit of a spree and a blowing up by the W.O.

June 8th – Sunday                                                                                                                                                                                   Air raid on …………………………………lots of noise.

June 9th – Monday









                       Another raid. B goes into Syria.

June 13th – Friday










                  M5 & me up to front…………………………………….AT.K. Rough trip. (V.M.)

June 14th – Saturday










           Arrived safe. 3pe. down.
June 15th – Sunday










             Away at dawn to the real thing. Drove all day. 7.30pm changed countries. 15m up. Big battle all day on right. Had 4 hours sleep & returned. How in the wire fence ?

June 6th – Monday










                3am start & more driving. Bombed & Captain injured. Battle goes on heavier still. Our guns in till dark. Camped.

June 17th – Tuesday










               4am Artillery all open up but stop after an hour or two. Dozens of planes over. Bombed regularly. Hellish hot day.Dive bombed, MG by own planes. Artillery got our range too.

June 18th – Wednesday










              Slept till 5am. Bombed all morning, no action, dust storm. They were Bl.16 of em the tows.

June 19th – Thursday










              Quiet day, no planes, no move.

June 20th – Friday










              Quiet day. Drove back 24 miles & camped.
June 21st – Saturday










         Another 8 or 9 miles & camped in wadi. Heavy gunfire.

June 22nd – Sunday








                                      Camped. Only a few planes.

June 23rd – Monday









                         Moved back further & joined 7th Armoured Div. Major …………… pleased with work.

June 25th – Wednesday (Alec’s 27th birthday)







                 Still supporting. Have driven 100 miles or so after beer for the crews but have had little luck up till now.

June 26th – Thursday









                               Got the grog and had a good session. Few planes overhead and a bomb or two. 12 months up in army. Russia & Ger………………………………….at it now.

June 27th – Friday









                               Got my mail. 3 letters, cigs, etc. from Harry . Session goes on.

June 28th – Saturday










                Had a wash & shave. 1st for a week. Still some --- left

June 29th – Sunday






                                                                        Quiet day (V.O.)

July 5th – Saturday









                            Have had a quiet week. No move. Dust storms (V.P.)

July 12th – Saturday










             (V.Q.) Have had a quiet week. Dug gun pits and dodged “Lonely Bill”. Up to front again last night 21 miles past…………………….. Dozens of tanks about. Things seem to be turning our way at last but nothing on here.

July 14th – Monday









                           Heavy firing west of us. We opened up too.

July 15th – Tuesday









                          Benzine birds had a go AM. Up to O.P. & dug in.

July 16th – Wednesday










                 Quiet day. 13 Itie & Jerry planes looked us up but dropped nowt. On guard.

July 17th – Thursday











   Still on O.P. Enemy digging in along wire. 1,25 sniping and planes looking for him. Section moved to 2nd O.P.      Shelled out.

July 19th – Saturday









                              Rec. of back areas with the aristocracy. Rough going & broke a spring.

July 20th – Sunday









                  Interesting trip. Birs & sheiks tombs with their swords, plows, etc. everywhere (V.R.)

July 21st – Monday










              Back to yet another O.P. Quiet day.

July 22nd – Tuesday










            Heavy fog. Moved back……………………………………………………& camped in deep wadis. Air circus gave us a look up.

July 24th – Thursday










              Daily visits from Ities – 22 planes. Drove to Bug Bug to the beach. Ities old camp had all modern cons………………plenty of gear about. Barrows & 10 ton diesel tractors & even road rollers. Desert is littered with toffees & clothes, etc. White sandhills & beautiful surf but too many bodies on beach as well as wreckage.

July 25th – Friday









                            More surf & was it good ! Burnt a bit around the loins. Hot as hell going back. Plenty of planes on ground. (V.S.)

July 27th – Sunday










               Met up with five ME 109 who………………………………………………..collander out of M5 and nearly made a pepper pot of me. Got towed in riddled with AP MG bullets & 1 lb cannon. Only 1 shell out of six boxes exploded in the bus & set fire to her but got it put out alright………………….is making a push so I look like burning her.

July 28th – Monday










          Column moved up to defence position leaving me behind. Mended…………………….& got her ready to tow but nobody arrived yet. Hope Jerry doesn’t get here first.

July 29th – Tuesday









                                      Still stuck here. Flies are lousy. Looks like I’m forgotten & will have to walk. Towed to LRS at last. Got another strafing but no hits.

July 30th – Wednesday










                LRS have got the jitters as planes are a bit too regular.

July 31st – Thursday










         Bombed today.
Impromptu Church Service & sing song with the Tommy padre.

August 2nd – Saturday











   Still at LRS. Beer but no money.
August 5th – Tuesday










                Left LRS. Motor sounds woeful. Arrived “B”ech.  Received birthday cake, etc. Money but no beer.

August 6th – Wednesday










 Back to the troop. Got 3 letters.

August 7th – Thursday









                                Up to O.P. ………………..Sigs. laying lines. Motor playing up.

August 8th – Friday










            (V.U.)
Quiet night with “Hussars”. Left O.P. to go to forward G.P. Trouble finding laager in the dark.

August 9th – Saturday










          4.30am up to G.P. Fired a few rounds. Quiet. Jerry’s AA in action.
August 10th – Sunday










          4.30am back to G.P. Fired a few & got a lot back. Had to leave truck & go back up for her. Close call. Got a new battery & she goes again.

August 11th – Monday









                              Quiet day back at Colonel’s H.Q.

August 12th – Tuesday









                                   Engine got a nasty knock again. Col. AA  got a MEE 110 and winged another out of seven.                                                     Came down almost in the pit.

August 13th – Wednesday







                                           Towed to “B” ech. Found a fraction of metal on piston which must have caused the trouble.

August 14th – Thursday










        Received 5 letters & papers. Still at “B”

August 19th – Tuesday









                            Away back to……………………………………………… The road looks good to me. Had a swim & camped at 10pm.

August 20th – Wednesday









              Back to R.H.Q. There’s ………………………………..work done at ………………….since I left. M5 to LAD for check up.
August 22nd – Friday









                             Back up again to ………………………………… Had three punctured tyres. Worn out so only got to “C” Troop & camped. The air is full of our planes which is a change to up on top.

August 23rd – Saturday








                                       Arrived at B.H.Q. Worked on truck & camped with Harry.

August 24th – Sunday 










       Wouldn’t it ? Back to …………….with Harry in Q6. He is to return here & 9am to camp here & guard Q………………………haven’t even ………………………………………..

August 25th – Monday










            Jacked up on job & now back to B.H.Q. again. Plenty of bombs …………………………………………….lately. (V.W.)

August 27th – Wednesday









              (V.X.) Quiet day here. Leave to ……………………………

August 28th – Thursday










             Away on leave to Cairo. ……………………trainride. Change from desert to green of Nile Valley was wonderful. Arrived at 7pm & off to the “Warriors Rest Home”.

August 29th – Friday









                             Cairo large town with streets running everywhere. Usual ……………cabarets, etc.

August 30th – Sunday 









                               Out to Heliopolis to the swimming pool.

September 1st – Monday








                               Out to Abbassia barracks – covers acres. Open air theatres are the goods.

September 2nd – Tuesday









       Museum. Gezira Sports Club for tennis. Wonderful gardens & Nile is marvellous. Then taxied to the pyramids – tremendous & wonderful, then to Mena House to swim ……………………

September 3rd – Wednesday










 Two years of war today. Visited bazaars today which beggars description & bought Alexandretta diamond earrings. Quiet afternoon & pictures at night. Train leaves 12.30am during air raid warning.

September 4th – Thursday








                          Posted “E”. What a trip………………………………..nightmare.

September 5th – Friday 









                                On the go first thing to get truck inspected by L.A.D. There was an air raid last night but I didn’t even hear. Got parcels from Vina.

September 7th – Sunday










             (V.Y.) Lost M5 & am now a spare part. Have had a few showers of rain lately.

September 9th – Tuesday









                  Air raids every night. A few dropped pretty close last night. Rebuilt dugout stronger.

September 11th – Thursday









            Picked up new 30 cwt Q6. Quiet time, few bombs. (V.Z.)

September 14th – Sunday









                    1 hours …………………………………to go up. Jerry is coming down. I am A Troop cookhouse lorry & after a hard day’s work set sail at 11pm. My eye bunged up with Neuralgia & can’t see the road. A few crack ups, Harry among them. Next get to K 101 at day break. All night to go 60 miles and are …………….tired. M………………………. Quiet day at “A” Troop. Jerry sent home without meeting us. Drove into a slit trench in the dark & all but tipped her over.
September 16th – Tuesday









               9am load & back to …………………………..wanting about a week in bed.

September 17th – Wednesday









           Settled down in ………………………………wagon lines again. More inspections.

September 24th – Wednesday






                                                        Quiet life painting trucks. No bombs, even the canteen is quiet. Russia hard at it now. The Navy is well in attendance here nearly every day.

September 25th – Friday










          Reveille 3am and up to …………………………..for shoot then on to …………………………………… I am “C”Troop kitchen lorry.

September 30th – Tuesday








                          Moved up a few miles. Cooked meals in howling dust storm. Cold night. (V.C)

October 3rd – Friday










             Quiet as the dead. I am a real cookhouse wallah now. Only a dog fight to relieve the monotony.

October 6th – Monday









                              Just squatting but a move is in sight.
October 9th – Thursday










                 (V.D) Still squatting. Cold winds. Moved toward ……………………………………………………..camped.

October 10th – Friday










           Across desert toward …………………………….Rd. 60 odd miles & camped.

October 11th – Saturday










     ………………Rd. camped at……………………………. Air raid. Shrapnel like rain.

October 13th – Monday                                                                                                                                                                  Left …………………………….for good. Drove about 100 miles & camped. Had a swim.
October 14th – Tuesday










             Drove down past …………………… Camped on road to Cairo.  Record dust storm.

October 15th -  Wednesday









                  Up at daylight & drove to Mena Camp ……………………….road but desert all the way. Leave for most but I am on guard.

October 16th – Thursday 










  Left Mena, went through Cairo at the trot………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

October 18th – Saturday 









        Through Sinai ……………….lay to Beer Sheeba where cultivation begins. A real Arab ………………… they still carry their weapons. Road hilly & curved till now when it straightens out a bit. Past Gaza …………………………….where we camp in civilised surroundings. Palestine has changed for the better & looks extra good at …………………………………….. (VE)
October 24th – Friday










             (V.F.)  2 I/C convoy to ………………………………..for kits. 250 miles to Ismailia. Camped at MACS & glad to get to bed.

October 25th – Saturday










            Drove to ……………. I am a busy man changing ………………………………………….

October 26th – Sunday









                            Away again to camp at Moasca. Had a look at Ismailia & inspected bomb damage. …………………is only a wog place…………………………….gardens are…………………………………………….

October 27th – Monday









                               Drove 40 miles & camped.

October 28th – Tuesday










             (V.G.)   Bad start with tyre trouble but got back …………………………………………………..

November 6th – Thursday









           Guards & Drill. Just a grind. Lost most of the trucks.
November 18th – Thursday 









        Western Desert push starts.

December 5th                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Reveille – 0445

(?) Parade – 0626
Breakfast – 0850 / 0940 
Lunch at Wadi Nutsoon – 1.30pm
December 6th – Sunday                                                                                                                                                                0530 – Report to C. Cmd. re. receive rations to be picked up at Canal.                                                                                Leave at 0600  

Cowley 0830
Thru. Cairo  80 VTM / 17 MPH

Arrive Canal 1700

December 7th










                            Leave at 0600

Breakfast – 0830 / 0930

Lunch – 1200 / 1300
Bir Aslooge approx. 1600

December 8th









                                               Leave at 0600

Breakfast – 0730 / 0840

Gaza - 0945

Monday (?)                                                                                                                                                                       …………………………… Japan is into it at last.

Xmas Day -








                                                                It ……………………………ing hard for a week now. Nothing doing for Cairo rumour.                                                                Good dinner, turkey, pudding, beer, etc.  A real good show.

1942

January 3rd 1942 – School from January 29th till February 21st.

January 14th 









                                           Early start by road for …………………….. 112 miles through …………………………. Haifa & Acre which is built right to the edge of the sea.
January 15th










                    ………………….. again. Crossed frontier which is on top of a great hill overlooking the area. Hills right to the sea most of the way, cultivation in the terraces. Passed through …………………………… and numerous villages & on to Tripoli through a tunnel cut through solid rock. Scenery wonderful about here. Climbed the hill over ……………………camp among the olive trees, just under snow covered hills.

January 16th










                             Cold last  night but today is warm. Natives here are ……………………………………… than Palestine. Here a pound is worth……………….so I’m rich.                                                                                                                                                          >>> Syria & Lebanon – 100 piastres = 1/10 or 1 Syrian pound. 3 piastres = 1 franc, 20 francs = 1 pound

January 21st











                       Had ……………………………………………………………………… Drove to ……………………………..saw ruins of ancient Amist, castle, markets, etc. thousands of years old.

January 26th











             Went to Beirut on leave. Nice town, cleaner than most but quiet. Two days is enough.

January 30th – Friday










          Convoy to …………………………………………………….. Homs rather a large town & Hama the village of cemeteries. Smacked a kitchen near Homs. After Hama, country changes, red soil & villages like egg shells stood up. …………………………..must be the coldest place on earth. Slept in the ……………………………barracks.

January 31st – Saturday








                      …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………buildings. The Citadel a Crusaders castle is perched on a hill high above the town. A…………………………………190 K. Some woman………………..scenery in the hills, cedars and rocky creeks. …………………….. is just a large Arab town on the Mediterranian Sea.

February 6th – Friday









                      Another run to ………………… Grand weather for the trip.

February 8th – Sunday










               Back to ……………………………………………………………to Beirut tomorrow.

February 9th – Monday









                …………………. Beirut. Good trip but “marfeesh”…………………………………..an air raid
but fighters drove them off. No bombs.

February 10th – Tuesday










         Dragged camp back ……………………………………………………… finish of trip. …………………………………………………………………….2nd parcel from Eltham.

February 12th – Thursday









          Regular exercises in the hills.

February 17th – Tuesday








                                            Sent cable home.


February 18th – Wednesday






                                                     Marched over hills 20 miles in ……………………………… Almost knocked up.

February 22nd – Sunday







                                                         Rain, sleet & snow.

Monday or Tuesday ?









                             Took a load of Wogs to dig dugouts, etc.

February 25th – Wednesday








                                     Food riots ……………………………… Hit a Wog.

March 1st – Sunday 









                              Live shoot on. Cold, wet ………………………………..Homs.

March 2nd – Monday









   ……………………………. & back to camp to take over all the guards in the world. Tons of driving too.

March 5th – Thursday 








                                            Had a visit from a Wog gent or two & lost my greatcoat.
March 12th – Thursday










                Still digging or rather the Wogs are. Weather nice now & terraces look well as the leaves appear on the trees & vines, etc.

March 17th – Tuesday










               Saw Jim Gerald’s show (through a window).

March 22nd – Sunday










                Rain & cold for days. Drone party to Beirut for the day & had a good day.

March 23rd – Monday









                               Still raining with some snow – we had cold showers at ……………………….. Some mail.

March 24th – Tuesday





      




               Sent a cable home. Still 2 I/C Wog masons, etc.  Issued malaria nets.  Still cold.

April 6th











                              Rec. manoeuvres, etc.  Quiet Easter.  No mail.

April 7th











                               Still working with the Wogs. Saw a good concert last night. Weather warming up.

April 8th











                                    A real bad day for me, had a bad accident on my way to G. Pos. with workmen. 

April 14th










                    Grounded pending Court of Inquiry. Had charge of operations at B.H.Q. – stone masons, etc.

April 27th












   End of ……………………………………………………………still grounded & in charge on ……………….building.

May 6th












                 Still on building job.  Mules now to pack in the stuff.

May 30th











        Finished defences and started C.M.

June 5th – Friday










                Reg. packed & moved up onto ………………………………plains for 3 weeks manoeuvres.  I am O.C. Canteen with a trailer load of goods & one way out.

June 6th – Saturday








                                           Dust storms as bad as the Western Desert ever had & big mob of M.T. to stir it up. Weather turned cold.

June 7th – Sunday








                                            Cold night, nice morning & another lousy dust storm. What a stinking hole it is on these plains & water & tucker none too plentiful.
June 18th – Monday 










     Evacuated to ………………………….. Tripoli with fever in American ambulance.  In between the sheets & was I dirty !

June 19th











                Out again & down to recuperation camp near Cheka. Swimming & cards till brigade comes back. With Tom Meagher & Curly McLean. Fun with a fly spray.  Plenty mosquitoes.

June 23rd











                Had another night in ……………………………………. Got done by a mob of Wogs.

June 24th 











               Back to J’daide Camp &  I’m a mess. 

June 25th – Alec’s 28th birthday.
June 28th – Sunday









                          Packed & moved …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

June 29th










                                 Haifa to Qantara. Wait in the heat and cross the canal to train again.

June 30th – Wednesday









                            Tipped off train at siding & sat all day in the sun. Finished up humping the blue toward ……………………………………….      & camp in batt. area.

July 1st












               Alex. to Amyria. Battery arrives & camp in stone quarry. Alex bombed.

Friday











                   Equipment arrives just …………………………………………………. More bombs……………………………………………………………………

July 4th – Sunday









                          Moved to front area.  A few bombs but mostly our planes on a regular run. Big battles on our left sector, mostly arty & tanks.  Ruweiseit Ridge.
July 9th











                           Battle quietened down a lot now. Moved to coast at El Alamein.

July 10th – Friday









                             Start Battle of El Alamein & advance 5 miles west to form a new sector. Heavy artillery fire on both sides & plenty of dive bombing.

July 15th









                                             Still hard at it.  Attacks beaten off every day & we still hold on. No sleep, tough days. Seven counter attacks beaten off – Tel el Eisa & Hill of Jesus.

July 22nd











          Quieter now but “basho” over the road.

July 23rd 











                  All night carting & tipped the truck over. We seem to have settled in.

July 30th










                       Camped at “B” ech.  Quiet.

August 8th – Saturday









                               Still quiet on our sector. Few bombs, dog fights, etc. to break the monotony.

August 30th – Sunday









                            Quiet day, noisy night at F.G.P. “B” Troop. Two attacks.

August 31st – Monday









                       Bulimba. Worked all night. Dawn raid by us. All 88’s had a go.

September 6th – Sunday










                30/- & severe reprimand.

September 8th











             Quiet time & work at night over Kattara track.

To October 9th











              Back at  A. Working every night. Cloudburst on  coast & floods. H.D. appearing fast on left.
October 23rd – 9.40pm










                Blue starts with Arty barrage. Jerry night bombing with sirens.

November 4th










                         Twelve days of battering & Jerry gives it away.

November 5th






                     
                                                      Moved forward a few thousand yards and camped while 10th Corps goes through, driving him back. News is good.

November 21st










                               Still in same hole. Flies are back.  Football & training to fill in time.

December 5th










                                Up sticks & back to Palestine. 1st day – Halfway house. 2nd day – Ismailia. 3rd day –Bir Aslooge and then on to new camp near Nuiserat where the country looks grand after the desert. El Bervia.

December 14th – Tuesday









            B.H.Q. turnout at Gaza House

December 16th – Thursday







                                           Over to Nuiserat for gas school.

December 22nd










                               Div. away for ceremonial parade – Alexander’s Parade. New “T” patches up.

1943

January 24th b 1943 – Sunday









                                  El Bermij to Bin Aslooge
January 25th









                                              Bin Aslooge to Ismailia

January 26th











          Ismailia to Qassasin

January 28th









                                           Reveille at 12pm.  30 per truck to railway. Rail to Suez Camp.

January 31st – Sunday








                                        Marched to a jetty and aboard “Niew Amsterdam” by lighter. Bunk in the cinema.

February 1st – Monday









                            Sailed at 12.30.  Weather cool.

February 4th – Thursday








                                           Aden – picked up convoy am. The “Mary”, “ Isle de France”, “Aquatania”, “Queen of Bermuda”. Windy day.

February 7th – Sunday









                               Weather cool & very windy. Escort left us except for a cruiser.

February 9th – Tuesday









                     Weather warm, sea calm. Pulled into a group of coral islands & refuelled from tankers. Beautiful sight.
February 10th – Wednesday








                                            Sailed 1pm & met units of Eastern fleet. Weather sticky.

February 11th – Thursday









          (Rolling Home). Concert tonight and a good show.

February 14th – Sunday








                                           Rough windy weather.

February 17th – Wednesday









           Rough, cold & windy. Starting to look for Australia.

February 18th – Thursday







                                               Arrived Fremantle. Got mail. “What a happy place”.

February 20th – Saturday









             Away again 6pm. 

February 25th – Thursday








                             Cold weather in the Bight. Through Heads 10am. Berthed 2pm & off to Trawool at 8pm. Arrived about 1am & marched to camp. Leave tomorrow.

February 26th – Friday









                             Home on leave.

March 20th









                                               Back to the cactus.

March 31st










                                  9th Div. march through Melbourne.

April 5th











                                  On track at 2am / Breakfast at Benalla /  Dinner at Junee / Mossvale.

April 6th







                                                                                        Breakfast at Taree / Dinner at Coffs Harbour / Rec. at Casino

April 7th











                        Breakfast at Gympie, Qld. / Lunch at Bundaberg / Tea at Gladstone.

April 8th









                                                       Breakfast at Mackay / Dinner at Bowen / 12pm Townsville

April 9th








                                                                 Breakfast at Cardwell / Innesfail / Cairns – Redlynch

April 10th











                   Up onto the Atherton Tableland. Through Mareeba & Tolga to Kairi & there we camp close to the Barron River.

April 16th 1944










                             Moved camp to Mapee.

May 17th









                                                     Left to go on leave. Arrived Melbourne on the 26th.

July 1st












              Royal Park. Arrived Mapee 12pm on the 8th.

August 16th











           Moved to North bases.

September 25th










                                  Moved to Ravenshoe & back to 9th Div.

December 13th to 16th 1944                                                                                                                                                  Attended 9th Div. Camouflage Course # 2

1945

February 9th to 15th    

                                           





                Hospitalised at 2nd 1st CCS due to Haemorroids

February 18th 1945        









                      Marched out to School for Care & Preservation of Ammunition until March 3rd
April 19th 1945











        Evacuated to 10th Australian Field Ambulance with “Tennis Elbow” – now R.S.I.
May 6th 1945











        Marched to Townsville with 2nd 8th to board USS “David. C. Shanks bound for Borneo.

16th May 1945










                Disembarked to camp on Morotai Island

31st May 1945











        Boarded “LSM 168” bound for British North Borneo & the Sultanate of Brunei

22nd August 1945









                       Transferred out for onwards movement for discharge

20th September 1945









                      Boarded the Liberty Ship SS “A.B. Hammond” on Labuan Island bound for Morotai Island & arriving there on the 25th.

October 8th 1945









                       Boarded “Westralia” – a Kanimbla Class Ship – bound for the mainland & home.
October 16th 1945









                   Disembarked in Brisbane & train to Melbourne.

October 23rd 1945










       Marched in to Royal Park for discharge.

October 26th 1945










           Finally discharged from the Army !

Figure Check Morse

1 = A  

6 = 6

2 = U

7 = b

3 = V 

8 = d

4 = 4

9 = N

5 = e

0 = t

Miscellaneous Signals

V.E = I have a message for you

A = General answer on semaphore

A.R = End of message

B = Have you received message

F = Make no further signals

MH = Send again

K = Go on

LL = Your signal is too ???? (strong ?)

MH = Move higher or further away

ML = Move Left

MR = Move Right

MO = Move lower or closer

NA = I can make no further signals

O.L = Open light

Q = Wait

R = Received correctly
T = General answer on ????

W = Your signal is too weak

WA = Word after

WB = Word before

… .. …  = Erase

.. .. ..    = Full Stop

A dot in a circle = Full Stop (written)

G.B = Close down

Infantry Battalion

Batt. H.Q.

C.O.

2.I.C

ADJ

(Orderly Off.  Lt.)

R.S.M. + 5 SGTS

( 2 O.R. or PROVOST.   1 INT.)

PERSONELL = 48 A.R.

H.Q. Company + 4 Rifle Company




Company H.Q



      6 Platoons           (3 platoons)
    9 Sections



LT.; SGT.; 3Cps.

1. Signals – P34






34 OR in rifle

2. AAC – 17

3. Mortar – 18






Section ?

4. Carrier – 30

5. Pioneers – 21

6. Administrative – 94

Total Personell – 221

Division Signals

Div. H.Q = H.Q. Co.No. 1 &  H.Q. Co. No. 2 & HQ No. 3

H.Q. Co. No. 1 =

A – W.T.

B - Cable

C – Div. Cas. (?)

D - Operations

M – Maintenance

H.Q. Co. No. 2 =  E, F, G Field Regiments & H – Anti-Tank

H.Q. No. 3 =  J, K, L Infantry Battalions

Div. H.Q. Administrative =

C.O. – Lt. Colonel

Major
3x Captains

Adj. QM

R.S.M  &  RQMS

15x Drivers

6x Signalmen

Transport

35x Bicycles

14x Motor Cycles

1x DS Car

9x GS Wagons

10x Bren Carriers

15x CWT Trucks

5x 30 CWT Kitchen Trucks

2x 30 CWT Tanker Trucks

Ammunition

Pistols .45

47x
12 rounds each

Rifles .303

745x
50     ditto

A.T. Rifles 

22x
200   ditto
Machine Guns .303 
50x
1000 ditto
Signal Pistols

24x
12      ditto

Mortars 3 inch

2x
75 HE + 45 Smoke

Mortars 2 inch

12x
9 HE + 27 Smoke

Full Reserve (approx.. 2 days supply)

Rounds +
282 - R. Pistol A.




69,000 – Rifles




880 – A. Tank




25,000 – M. Guns




45 – HE + 27 Smoke   (3 inch Mortars)




180 – HE + 54 Smoke (2 inch Mortars)




180 – Hand Grenades
AIF Casualties in Middle East Campaigns (to May 21st 1943)
Campaign

KIA or DoW

WIA

Missing 
Prisoners

Total

1st Libyan

264


932

9

24


1229

Tobruk


726


2057

61

951


3795

2nd Libyan

50


55

4

3


112

Greece & Crete

518


494

174

5033


6219

Syria


411


1144

2

0


1557

Palestine

1


6

0

0


7

El Alamein

1177


3629

193

795


5794  
Total


3147


8317

443

6806


18,713

Includes :      1012 Officers  &  17,701 Other Ranks  
